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Dr.	Sam	Waldron	is	the	Dean	of	Covenant	Baptist	Theological	Seminary	and	Professor	of	Systematic	Theology	(cbtseminary.org).	Dr.	Waldron	received	a	B.A.	from	Cornerstone	University,	completed	studies	equivalent	to	an	M.	Div.	at	Trinity	Ministerial	Academy,	obtained	a	Th.M.	from	Grand	Rapids	Theological	Seminary,	and	attained	a	Ph.D.	from
Southern	Baptist	Theological	Seminary.	He	is	one	of	the	pastors	of	Grace	Reformed	Baptist	Church	in	Owensboro,	KY.	The	Manuscript	for	the	5th	edition	of	A	Modern	Exposition	of	the	1689	Baptist	Confession	of	Faith	has	been	sent	to	the	publisher!		Over	the	next	few	weeks	we	plan	to	share	some	insights,	additions	and	improvements	that	you	can
expect	to	see	in	the	new	edition.	I	want	to	enlarge	on	the	improvements	in	the	5th	edition	of	A	Modern	Exposition.	One	of	the	major	improvements,	I	hope,	is	in	the	expanded	appendices	at	the	end	of	the	exposition.	Appendix	A:	The	Historical	Origin	of	the	1689	…	corrects	some	historical	inaccuracies	owing	to	the	primitive	state	of	the	sources	I	used
to	construct	it	in	the	original	version	of	the	Exposition.	Appendix	B:	The	Analytical	Outline	of	the	1689	…	is	a	development	of	an	outline	I	originally	borrowed	from	Greg	Nichols.	It	is	now	refined	by	the	insights	I	have	gleaned	from	Jim	Renihan’s	teaching	on	the	structure	of	the	Confession.	Appendix	C:	The	Doctrinal	Overview	of	the	1689	Baptist
Confession	is	entirely	new.	It	provides	an	argument	that	the	Confession	embodies	a	tradition	which	combines	historic	(catholic)	orthodoxy	with	Reformed	theology	and	Baptist	principles.	Appendix	D:	The	Proper	Holding	of	the	1689	Baptist	Confession	is	my	response	to	the	notion	that	the	membership	in	a	confessional	church	requires	full	subscription
and	that,	therefore,	the	1689	is	too	detailed	to	be	a	good,	local	church	confession.	I	argue	that	elders	must	teach	the	Confession	and	thus	fully	subscribe,	but	members	need	only	sweetly	submit	to	the	Confession	and	need	not	fully	subscribe.	This	article	has	been	posted	on	Founders.org		for	some	years	now.	How	(and	Why)	Your	Church	Should	Hold	to
the	1689	Confession	Sam	Waldron	Dr.	Sam	Waldron	is	the	Academic	Dean	of	CBTS	and	professor	of	Systematic	Theology.	He	is	also	one	of	the	pastors	of	Grace	Reformed	Baptist	Church	in	Owensboro,	KY.	Dr.	Waldron	received	a	B.A.	from	Cornerstone	University,	an	M.Div.	from	Trinity	Ministerial	Academy,	a	Th.M.	from	Grand	Rapids	Theological
Seminary,	and	a	Ph.D.	from	Southern	Baptist	Theological	Seminary.	From	1977	to	2001	he	was	a	pastor	of	the	Reformed	Baptist	Church	of	Grand	Rapids,	MI.	Dr.	Waldron	is	the	author	of	numerous	books	including	A	Modern	Exposition	of	the	1689	Baptist	Confession	of	Faith,	The	End	Times	Made	Simple,	Baptist	Roots	in	America,	To	Be	Continued?,
and	MacArthur’s	Millennial	Manifesto:	A	Friendly	Response.	5	of	5	people	found	the	following	review	helpful.	1689	ReformedBaptists	arise!By	Simon	WartanianIt	was	a	while	back	that	I	somehowcame	into	contact	(I	don't	remember	how,	maybe	through	JamesWhite?)	with	the	1689	Baptist	Confession	of	Faith	and	I	foundmyself	at	home	in	it.	Though	I
did	not	study	it	very	deeply.	Thistime	I	have	taken	the	time	to	go	through	it	with	Sam	Waldron	whichI	though	he	did	a	very	good	job.Before	beginning	my	study	of	theconfession,	through	a	brother	I	got	into	the	subject	of	BaptistCovenant	Theology,	I	got	the	work	of	Pascal	Denault	TheDistinctiveness	of	Baptist	Covenant	Theology	and	Waldron's
AReformed	Baptist	Manifesto.	Sometime	later	I	got	the	recentRecovering	a	Covenantal	Heritage	volume.	I	have	been	more	and	moreinterested	in	this	stream	of	Reformed	Theology.I	first	becamebaptistic	simply	through	reading	the	New	Testament	and	finding	noevidence	of	any	infant	baptism.	I	was	baptized	in	the	ArmenianChurch	and	was	attending
a	Baptist	church	in	Holland	and	wasconvinced	that	my	baptism	was	no	baptism,	so	on	14-06-2013	I	wasbaptist	after	a	profession	of	faith.	At	that	time	I	was	in	theprocess	of	studying	the	Doctrines	of	Grace.	Sometime	later,	by	thegrace	of	God	I	came	to	embrace	and	glory	in	them.The	first	andforemost	thing	that	I	love	about	this	Confession	is	it's
high,high,	high	view	of	God's	sovereign	freedom.	I	love	it	and	that	isexactly	how	I	believe	that	God	is,	the	Sovereign	King	over	everymolecule.I	love	the	fact	of	the	Baptists'	deep	commitment	to	thetruth	and	the	sole	authority	of	the	Bible	and	their	appeal	to	theBible.	I	could	not	really	find	any	disagreements	with	theConfession,	so	I	feel	home	in	it	and
I'm	not	ashamed	to	identifymyself	as	a	Reformed	Baptist.What	I	loved	about	Dr	Waldron's	workis	his	way	of	explaining	the	Confession	and	going	through	thebiblical	evidence	(as	I	have	been	reading	Grudem,	I	would	haveloved	it	if	Dr	Waldron	would	cite	portions	of	the	passages	that	hewas	using	as	proof,	rather	most	of	the	time,	only	references
weregiven).When	I	started	studying	the	Confession	I	didn't	realizesthat	a	confession	is	actually	a	Systematic	Theology!	:)Dr	Waldronexplained	things	very	well,	I	especially	liked	his	extensivetreatment	of	chapters	29	(Of	Baptism),	31	(of	the	state	of	manafter	death	and	of	the	resurrection	of	the	dead)	and	32	(Of	thelast	judgment).	There	he	interacted
with	the	other	side	andprovided	some	answers.	With	the	explanations	he	went	also	throughmore	detail.During	my	study	of	the	1689	I	left	some	comments	aboutmy	thoughts	on	each	paragraph	that	can	be	viewed	here:	that	was	frustrating	me,	was	the	load	of	typos	there.	It'snot	that	I'm	a	grammar	nazi,	but	the	quality	of	the	work	is	sogreat	that	the
multitude	of	the	typos,	wrong	headings	above	pages(pages	103,	381),	no	spacing	between	words,	wrong	numeration	reallywere	the	only	downside,	which	could	have	been	prevented.	Hopefully,they	will	update	it	in	the	future,	otherwise	we'll	just	have	towait	for	Samuel	Renihan's	exposition	of	the	1689	that	is	inprogress!5	of	5	people	found	the
following	review	helpful.	Easy	toRead	and	very	HelpfulBy	pbcookThe	book	is	an	exposition	on	the	1689Baptist	Confession	of	Faith	which	is	a	Confession	on	the	Bible	soas	a	result,	this	book	attempts	to	explain	something	that	attemptsto	explain	the	Bible.	Because	of	this,	the	author	had	to	cover	manydifferent	topics	in	summary	fashion.	The	chapters
were	on	topics	asdiverse	as	saving	faith	and	marriage.For	each	chapter	of	the	LondonBaptist	Confession	of	Faith,	there	is	a	corresponding	chapter	inthis	book	that	first	quotes	the	Confession	chapter	and	gives	anoutline	of	it	before	explaining	it.	The	author	does	not	stop	withjust	explaining	the	chapter	but	also	gives	some	history	on	many	ofthe
thoughts	of	the	Confession	and	how	it	compares	to	theWestminster	Confession	of	Faith.I	was	surprised	by	how	easy	thisbook	was	to	read.	Waldron	does	not	have	a	scholarly	way	of	writingthat	makes	for	dry	reading	but	an	amiable	style	that	keeps	thereader	moving	through	the	book.	It	was	enjoyable	to	read	and	verybeneficial	as	the	author	explained
each	subject	in	detail.	The	bookwould	be	useful	for	classes	or	personal	study	and	there	were	studyquestions	at	the	back	of	the	book	divided	by	chapter	for	thispurpose.	Overall,	this	book	is	rooted	firmly	in	Scripture	and	Ihighly	recommend	it	to	be	read	by	all	people	who	seek	a	betterunderstanding	of	either	the	London	Baptist	Confession	of	Faith	orthe
theological	thoughts	behind	it.1	of	1	people	found	thefollowing	review	helpful.	Good	work,	but	not	professionallypublishedBy	Jeffrey	R.	RaufPros:	This	has	been	a	helpful	resourceand	introduction	to	the	confession.Cons:	On	the	down	side,	it'sloaded	with	spelling	and	typographical	errors	probably	due	to	aspell	checker	instead	of	a	human	proof	reader.
So	sorry	to	see	suchan	important	book	finished	with	sloppiness	and	lack	of	care.	©	1996-2015,	Amazon.com,	Inc.	or	its	affiliates	RRP:	£34.99	(Saving	of	14%)	Shipping	is	FREE	for	all	UK	orders	over	£12.	(only	£2.95	for	UK	orders	under	£12)	In	this	extensive	exposition,	the	author,	Sam	Waldron,	shows	that	the	‘1689’	Confession	is	a	masterly
statement	of	the	historic	Christian	faith.	He	writes	in	a	direct	and	lucid	style	that	will	help	ministers,	students	and	laymen	alike	to	a	clear	understanding	of	this	Confession	and	to	its	relevance	and	application	to	our	modern	age.	This	exposition	was	originally	published	in	1989	to	mark	the	300th	anniversary	of	the	publication	of	the	Second	London
Confession,	which	also	became	known	as	the	‘1689	Baptist	Confession	of	Faith’.	Today,	reformed	Baptists	world-wide	hold	this	Confession	in	high	esteem	and	many	churches	continue	to	regard	it	as	their	official	statement	of	faith.	After	being	one	of	the	pastors	of	the	Reformed	Baptist	Church	of	Grand	Rapids	for	almost	24	years,	Sam	Waldron	is	now
attending	Southern	Baptist	Theological	Seminary	in	Louisville,	Kentucky	where	in	May	of	2005	he	will	complete	a	Ph.	D.	in	Systematic	Theology.	With	his	wife,	he	is	a	member	of	Heritage	Baptist	Church,	a	Reformed	Baptist	Church	in	Owensboro,	Kentucky	where	in	January	2005	he	became	one	of	the	pastors	Copyright	©	ICM	Books	Direct	2021	|	All
Rights	Reserved	Site	Design	and	Development	by	GCD	Technologies	I	see	in	another	post	someone	posted	a	footnote	from	Sam	Waldron's	"revised	and	corrected"	edition	of	his	Modern	Exposition	of	the	1689	Baptist	Confession	of	Faith.	Is	there	much	change	in	this	edition	compared	with	previous	editions?	I	am	happy	with	my	3rd	edition	but	unsure	if
I	should	get	the	recent	edition.	Thanks.	Apparently,	the	4th	Edition	was	a	disaster,	and	had	to	be	pulled	off	the	shelves.	This	made	for	the	opportunity	of	the	5th.	According	to	preface	the	main	difference	between	the	3rd	and	the	5th	is	two	more	appendices	and	updated	footnotes.	I	don't	think	you	should	be	in	a	hurry	to	get	the	5th	if	you	already	have
the	3rd.	Apparently,	the	4th	Edition	was	a	disaster,	and	had	to	be	pulled	off	the	shelves.	This	made	for	the	opportunity	of	the	5th.	According	to	preface	the	main	difference	between	the	3rd	and	the	5th	is	two	more	appendices	and	updated	footnotes.	I	don't	think	you	should	be	in	a	hurry	to	get	the	5th	if	you	already	have	the	3rd.	What	was	the	problem
with	the	4th?	According	to	the	preface	of	the	5th,	Dr.	Waldron	says	that	somehow	many	of	the	important	improvements	of	the	2nd	and	3rd	edition	were	lost	and	the	manuscript	reverted	back	to	the	1st	edition.	Dr.	Waldron	did	not	even	catch	the	mistake	until	around	2016	and	the	publisher	withdrew	the	remaining	copies	and	agreed	to	a	5th	edition.
So,	the	5th	edition	has	the	improvements	of	the	2nd	and	the	3rd	with	some	more	thrown	in.	According	to	preface	the	main	difference	between	the	3rd	and	the	5th	is	two	more	appendices	and	updated	footnotes.	I	don't	think	you	should	be	in	a	hurry	to	get	the	5th	if	you	already	have	the	3rd.	Thank	you.	Great	advice.	I	am	actually	patiently	waiting	on
Dr	Jim	Renihan	to	complete	his	commentary	on	the	1689	Baptist	Confession.	I	am	assuming	Renihan's	will	be	from	a	more	historical	perspective?	Either	way,	I	think	it	will	be	a	nice	complement	to	Dr.	Waldron's.	I	am	assuming	Renihan's	will	be	from	a	more	historical	perspective?	I	have	sat	under	his	seminary	lectures	here	in	New	Zealand	on	the
1689	Confession	(he	taught	a	course	here).	His	lectures	were	both	historical	and	theological.	The	lectures	were	very	helpful.	This	is	why	authors	must	proof	their	own	work;	that	kind	of	mistake,	as	really	extreme	as	is,	is	why.	That's	gonna	give	me	a	nightmare....	The	3rd	edition	corrected	errors	in	the	1st	and	2nd	edition.	I	understand	the	4th	edition
used	the	text	of	the	1st	edition	including	all	its	errors.	Thank	you.	Great	advice.	I	am	actually	patiently	waiting	on	Dr	Jim	Renihan	to	complete	his	commentary	on	the	1689	Baptist	Confession.	Wow!	Any	idea	how	far	along	he	is	in	the	process?	I'm	encouraged	that	we're	finally	starting	to	get	some	expositions	of	the	1689	off	the	ground!	Waldron's,	the
Founders	series,	and	now	Dr.	Renihan's	work	means	we	are	doing	very	well.	Prior	to	recent	days,	we	had	the	partial	exposition	done	by	the	Philadelphia	Baptist	Association,	and	Nehemiah	Coxe's	partial	work	in	Vindiciae	Veritatis.	Thanks	be	to	God!	On	the	site,	scroll	down	to	the	Founders	Journal	link.	The	Spring	issue	is	still	up	right	now,	but	the
Summer	issue	will	be	posted	very	soon	(we	were	doing	final	editing	of	our	articles	last	week).	The	Summer	issue	will	deal	with	2LBC	chh.	9-10	(well,	a	portion	of	ch	10).	I	have	sat	under	his	seminary	lectures	here	in	New	Zealand	on	the	1689	Confession	(he	taught	a	course	here).	His	lectures	were	both	historical	and	theological.	The	lectures	were
very	helpful.	Do	you	know	if	there	is	audio	available	of	those	lectures?	Very	interesting.	Thank	you!	I	have	the	first	edition	of	1989.	Are	there	serious	defects	in	it?	(Reagan,	I	got	a	copy	of	JP	Boyce's	Abstract	of	Systematic	Theology	at	your	recommendation,	as	I'm	in	a	Baptist	church	now,	and	it's	quite	good	–	thanks!).	I	have	the	first	edition	of	1989.
Are	there	serious	defects	in	it?	(Reagan,	I	got	a	copy	of	JP	Boyce's	Abstract	of	Systematic	Theology	at	your	recommendation,	as	I'm	in	a	Baptist	church	now,	and	it's	quite	good	–	thanks!).	According	to	the	prefaces	of	his	various	editions,	there	are	several	'errata'	that	have	been	corrected.	The	5th	Edition	contains	new	footnotes	and	2	revised
appendices	and	two	additional	appendices.	(Reagan,	I	got	a	copy	of	JP	Boyce's	Abstract	of	Systematic	Theology	at	your	recommendation,	as	I'm	in	a	Baptist	church	now,	and	it's	quite	good	–	thanks!).	I'm	glad	you're	enjoying	it	--	it's	one	of	my	favorites!	Hope	you're	doing	well,	brother.	And	Ken's	(KMK)	note	above	is	a	good	answer	to	your	thread-
related	inquiry.	This	is	why	authors	must	proof	their	own	work;	that	kind	of	mistake,	as	really	extreme	as	is,	is	why.	That's	gonna	give	me	a	nightmare....	Seems	to	me	they	should	call	the	new	one	the	4th	edition	or	perhaps	the	4th	edition	(revised).	By	calling	it	the	5th	edition,	everyone's	going	to	wonder	what	happened	to	the	4th	(1,	2,	3...5?),
especially	years	from	now.	IntroductionChapter	1Chapter	2Chapter	3Chapter	4Chapter	5Chapter	6Chapter	7Chapter	8Chapter	9Chapter	10Chapter	11Chapter	12Chapter	13Chapter	14Chapter	15Chapter	16Chapter	17Chapter	18Chapter	19Chapter	20Chapter	21Chapter	22Chapter	23Chapter	24Chapter	25Chapter	26Chapter	27Chapter	28Chapter
29Chapter	30Chapter	31Chapter	32Signatories
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